
Progression of Vocabulary – History focus 
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AD/BC, BCE/CE 

explorer, polar, expedition 

prehistory 

hunter-gatherer 
nomad 
Palaeolithic 

Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
tribe 

Neanderthal 
Homo sapiens 
pelt 

roundhouse 
hillfort 
domesticated 

Retrieval vocab: AD, BC, BCE, CE, emperor, event, historian, 
manufacture, period, population, tribe,  
Worship 

New vocab: advance, age, agriculture, artefact, ancestor, 
attack, clan, common, era, prehistory, sophistication, tribe, 
weapon, worship 

pharaoh 

tomb  
pyramid 
hieroglyphs 

vizier 
scribe 
sarcophagus 

mummy 
papyrus 
scarab 

 
 
 

Retrieval vocab: AD, agriculture, artefact, BC, BCE, CE, 
civilisation, crops, historian, language, livestock, monument, 
period, transport, worship 

New vocab: century, irrigation, longevity, millennium,  nobility, 
ruler, stability, tomb 
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AD/BC, BCE/CE, age, chronology, source, primary, 
secondary, reliable, god, goddess, Olympus 
temple, pediment, column, frieze, capital 

democracy, city state, vote, rivals, military, training, naval, 
trireme, seafaring, civilisation, conquer, change 

Democracy                                  Acropolis 
city-state                                     Parthenon 
Marathon                                     Olympics 

citizen 
philosopher 
alphabet 

tragedy 
agora 
Hellenistic 

phalanx 
aristocrat 
mythology 

column 
hoplite 
peninsula 

oracle 
terraced 
Retrieval vocab:  AD, age, artefact, BC, BCE, CE, century, 

chariot, epic, event, historian, influence, language, leisure, 
modern, past, period, rebellion, ruler, territory 
New vocab: contribution, discipline, employment, empress, 

experience, flourishing, hero, implement, isolation, journey, 
limited, luxury, navy, original, reality, seafarer, successor, 
thinker, tragedy 

 centurion 
emperor 
aqueduct  

gladiator 
Londinium 
Britannia   

Romanisation 
senate  
Roman baths   

amphitheatre   
Hadrian’s Wall   
Colosseum   

fortress   
mosaic 
Dewa (Chester) 

Retrieval vocab: AD, artefact, attack, BC, BCE, CE, century, 
chariot, clan, destroyed, emperor, empress, fort, goods, hero, 
historian, influence, irrigation, language, leisure, millennium, 

modern, monument, organisation, past, population, province, 
rebellion, republic, ruler, tax, territory, tribe, weapon worship 
New vocab: absolute, authority, barter, corruption, dictator, 

engineering, ethnicity, pragmatism, republic, sacking, 
symbolism, treaty 
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Brits                           Settlers 
settlement               invaders/invasion   conquer(ed) 

combat                      longboat 
longhouse                  chieftain 
Berserker                  Danegeld 

Feast                             raid 
Trade                        Yggdrasil 
runes 

Pagan 
Danelaw 
Asgard 

figurehead 
chainmail 
Valhalla 

Scandinavia 
Retrieval vocab: AD, ancestor, artefact, attack, authority, BC, 
BCE, cathedral, CE, century, epic, event, fought, hero, 

historian, journey, language, legend, migrate, monastery, 
monument, nobility, oral tradition, organisation, past, period, 
population, possession, precious, primogeniture, ruler, 

sacking, seafarer, successor, tax, tomb, tragedy, treaty, tribe, 
weapon, worship 
  

New vocab: chronicle, descendent, exile, inhabitants, 
provocation, supremacy, synecdoche 
 

Gold rush 
Prospector 

Pioneer 
 

British Empire  
street children   

Dr. Barnardo  
electricity  
inventions  industrialisation  workhouse 

gruel 
chimney sweep 
Charles Dickens 

factory 
 
Retrieval vocab: advance, artefact, atrocity, authority, 

century, colony,  distribution, employment, empress, 
engineering, environment, era, gender, goods, historian, 
improvement, impact, influence, leisure, longevity, luxury, 

modern, navy, past, population, production, property, rebellion, 
ruler, suffrage, technology, territory, transport, travel 
New vocab: abolition, entrepreneur, feminism, 

humanitarianism, indigenous, infrastructure, institution, 
investment, machinery, profit, protest, revolution 
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shelter 
axis / annex 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand  

Austria 
trench 
ration 

home front 
evacuee 
land army 

blitz 
enemy 
treaty 

assassinate  
 
Retrieval vocab: artefact, attack, colony, dictator, 

employment, ethnicity, historian, inhabitants, machinery, 
massacre, navy, past, population, pragmatism, production, 
provocation, revolution, ruler, submission, technology, 

territory, tragedy, weapon 
New vocab: alliance, anti-Semitism, appeasement, 
assassination, devastation, evacuation, independence, 

inevitability, manufacture, morale, negotiation, prevail,  radical, 
refugee, reluctance, reparations, totalitarianism, violence 
 

animists 
Ogiso 
guild 

brass 
elders 
dynasty 

yam 
Cowrie shell 
oracle 

oral culture 
sacrifice 
ivory 

Edo 
Ife 
slave trade 

ceremony 
plaque 
Igodomigodo 

storyteller 
merchant 
 

Retrieval vocab:  advance, age, agriculture, artefact, attack, 
century, destroyed, flourish, historian, improvement, influence, 
inhabitants, journey, modern, past, population, ruler, sacking, 

sophistication, technology, travel, tribe, worship 
New vocab: antiquity, imminent, impact, massacre, 
submission, translation  

role of Britain   
hypothesis 
specific features of a time period  (e.g. medicine/ weaponry/ 

transport)   
invention 
innovations 

influence 
summarise   
major influence 

world history 
societies  
changes/ continuity  persuade  

viewpoint 
advancements  
causes in history    helped/ hindered relationships 

mono-cultural/ multi-cultural society  interpretations  significant 
 

 


